Essential content in RN-BSN programs.
Currently, there are more than 600 registered nurse to bachelor of science in nursing (RN-BSN) programs in the United States, and the number of students enrolled in them is growing quickly. This growth is at least partially in response to the Institute of Medicine's recent recommendation that 80% of RNs be BSN prepared by 2020. Proliferation of RN-BSN programs suggests a need to examine them more critically, as very little information is available in the nursing literature or through accrediting bodies regarding what courses and content they should include. This study was conducted to determine what directors of RN-BSN educational programs report as being "essential" content. The findings can be used as a guide for developing new programs or revising existing programs. They may also be used as a starting place for nursing educators to dialogue on what content and competencies are truly essential for BSN-prepared nurses and where education should be focused in RN-BSN programs.